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Macquarie University recognises elite athletes at the 2016 Blues 
Awards  

The top performing athletes were honoured in style last night during Macquarie 
University Sports’ night of nights.  

The 2016 Blues Awards recognise personal excellence both athletically and 
academically in athletes who have represented Macquarie University, their state and 
the nation this past year.  

This year’s winners were announced last night in front of an intimate crowd of 230 
including Macquarie University Chancellor the Hon Michael Egan AO and guest 
emcee Fox Sports rugby commentator Sean Maloney.  

During the evening, six athletes were awarded the highly prestigious Full Blue 
award, while another six received the Half Blue award. Other major accolades 
included the Male and Female Sport Athlete of the Year as well as the coveted 
Chancellor’s Award.  

Also welcomed to the stage for recognition were eight retrospective Full Blue 
recipients who received their commemorative blazers. 

Macquarie University General Manager Sport and Recreation Cindy Hoad was 
delighted by the showcase of student achievement in both the athletic and 
academic arenas.  

“The Blues Awards was a wonderful occasion to recognise and celebrate the 
outstanding sporting and academic achievements of our students before their 
academics, peers and family,” she said.  

“We were delighted to welcome back eight of our Alumni Blues recipients to receive 
their Blues Blazer on the night. It was an opportunity for them to see how far 
Macquarie University has come and hear about the exceptional achievements of, 
and make connections with, our current student cohort.” 

See below for the full list of winners. For further information, winner interview requests and images, 
please contact Sean Coulson on 9850 6045 or sean.coulson@mq.edu.au.   
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2016 Macquarie University Blues Awards recipients 

Full Blue recipients 
James Chapman, Rowing 
Kiana Elliot, Weightlifting 
Rosie Lee, Sailing 
Jennifer Tam, Badminton 
James Tod-Hill, Ultimate Frisbee 
Jonathan Venter, Motor Sport 

Half Blue recipients 
Ashleigh Blake, Wakeboarding 
Clare Costanzo, Sailing 
Samuel Crean, Gymnastics 
Georgios Fountotos, Volleyball 
Jackson Mills, Touch Football 
Thomas Trbojevic, Rugby League 
 
Retrospective Blue recipients  
Phillip Keady (1983, Rugby League) 
Peter Davies (1990, Athletics) 
Robert Treharne (1999, Boardsailing) 
Mark Symonds (2001, Boardsailing) 
Eliza Stewart (2006, Athletics) 
Damien Fitzpatrick (2013, Rugby Union) 
Sarah Beale (2015, Equestrian) 
Pascalle Casey (2015, Water Polo) 

Rookie of the Year, which recognises high-level sport performance by a student in their 
first year of study at Macquarie, was awarded to Tom Schramko, who took out gold at the 
World Under 23 Rowing Championships in Rotterdam earlier this year. 

Club of the Year was awarded to the Cheerleading Club. Since 2011, the Macquarie 
University Cheer Club has experienced exponential growth from nine to ninety-six members 
comprising 95 per cent students. This growth has enabled students of all levels of ability to 
learn new skills and progress through the different grades of cheerleading. 

John Lincoln Services Award, recognising long-term volunteer service to a Sport Club, 
Sport Program or Unisport event, was jointly-awarded to long time Sport Club Executives 
Stephen Ryan from the Squash Club and Claire Leyten from the Water Polo Club. 
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The prestigious Chancellor’s Award was presented to Tyler Martin. Tyler made his 
international water polo debut for Australia in 2010, and the following year won silver at the 
Volvo Cup in Hungary. He made his World Championships debut in 2013, and he has gone 
on to play professionally in France, Italy, Hungary and Brazil. Tyler made his Olympic debut 
in Rio this year as part of the Australian Water Polo team. 

Macquarie Sport’s most prestigious scholarship, the Ted O’Keeffe Scholarship, was 
presented to Kiana Elliot. Kiana is the top ranked junior weightlifter in Australia, with current 
personal bests of an 88 kg snatch and a 110 kg clean and jerk. She holds multiple 
Australian and NSW records as well as the Oceania junior snatch record. 

Chloe Wilson received the Leigh Barnier ‘Spirit of the Games’ Award. This award 
recognises the passion for and contribution to Macquarie University by former Sport 
Scholar, Leigh Barnier, who was tragically killed in a skiing accident in 2008. The award 
was presented by Leigh’s parents, Frank and Debbie Barnier. 

Female Sport Athlete of the Year was awarded to Melissa Wu. Melissa has proven to be 
an incredible athlete and mentor for young competitors, such that Diving Australia named 
her their inaugural diving captain. In 2016, Melissa won bronze at the world cup and gold in 
the national championship olympic trials. Rio was her third Olympic Games. 

Male Sport Athlete of the Year was awarded to Tom Trbojevic. Tom is an Australian 
professional Rugby League footballer who currently plays for the Manly Warringah Sea 
Eagles in the NRL. Tom received the club’s best and fairest award this year, and has also 
been selected to attend the NSW State of Origin camp. 
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